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    CHAPTER 8   

    Abstract     The purpose of this chapter is to share the continued swimming 
education community partnership programme success. Pathways were 
investigated and initiated in 2011 which began a journey of collabora-
tion between Australian Registered Training Organisations (RTO), the 
local health industry (local leisure and sports centre) and external swim-
ming instructors employed at the venue, local primary schools, and the 
university sector; Monash University (Gippsland). The programme accen-
tuated the vital role pre-service teacher education can play in the devel-
opment of children’s swimming and water safety knowledge, skills, and 
understanding within all communities, especially the socio-economically 
disadvantaged.  

       The purpose of this chapter is to share the continued swimming education 
community partnership programme success. As discussed, pathways were 
investigated and initiated in 2011 which began a journey of collaboration 
between Australian Registered Training Organisations (RTO), the local 
health industry (local leisure and sports centre) and external swimming 
instructors employed at the venue, local primary schools and the univer-
sity sector; Monash University (Gippsland). The programme accentuated 
the vital role pre-service teacher education can play in the development of 
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children’s swimming and water safety knowledge, skills, and understanding 
within all communities, especially the socio-economically disadvantaged. 

 As has been stated throughout this storyline, the units (also referred to 
as modules in the UK) were offered biennially, that is, units were offered 
once every two years. The rational for the biennial design was to enable 
the Initial Teacher Education (ITE) students to cover as many units as 
possible within the context of having one PE lecturer, who was also the 
leader and pioneer of the ‘Best Start’ community partnership. Swimming 
lessons held in semester one, 2011 were embedded within unit EDF 2611 
(Chap.   3    ). The next time this unit, and subsequently, the swimming les-
sons could be offered was in semester one, 2013. 

   ACTORS 

   Leadership 

 As it had been two years since the last time swimming lessons were con-
ducted, the leader decided to make one major amendment, to take con-
trol of all liaising with schools. In 2011, it was collaboratively agreed that 
the leisure centre staff would use their established connections with the 
schools, which although plausible at the time, did prove to be diffi cult 
from a university perspective. Details of diffi culties that resulted from this 
process are discussed in Chap.   10    . 

 The leader was required to renew or keep updated qualifi cations for 
pathways to remain valid. Renewal of Life Saving Victoria endorsed Service 
Membership, enabled the pre-service teachers to complete their Bronze 
Medallion and Resuscitation. This involved the leader completing/updat-
ing a Bronze Medallion (accreditation valid for 12 months), a current level 
2 First Aid award (accreditation valid for three years) and a current resus-
citation award (cardiopulmonary resuscitation [CPR]—accreditation valid 
for 12 months). Endorsement of the resuscitation (RE) award was vital as 
it was a requirement for the ITE students (pre-service teachers) to receive 
their SAT swim instructor qualifi cation (pathway within a pathway). 

 The leader needed to apply for an updated qualifi cation as a SAT 
Course Presenter. This was essential for the ITE students to become 
swimming instructors in the unit pathway. As part of the application, the 
leader needed to evidence a current CPR, a recent working with children/
police check (this was evidenced by current teacher registration within 
the state of Victoria), swimming professional development undertaken in 
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were established. Such suggestions were received encouragingly by the 
teachers and principals involved, and discussions disclosed that this may 
possibly involve some research. 

 Transparency was a key theme throughout all lessons within the ‘Best 
Start’ programme. Swimming lessons were conducted in a public Leisure 
Centre facility during the day, open for any interested parties to wit-
ness; swimming instructors, parents, leisure centre staff, university stu-
dents, and community members. Further transparency was achieved in a 
paper presented and discussed at the ‘28th Australian Council for Health, 
Physical Education and Recreation (ACHPER) International Conference, 
Melbourne (Australia)’ in November, 2013. The paper was also published 
in the conference proceedings. (Lynch  2013 ) 

 Communication of successes and drawbacks was also presented and 
discussed during the Teacher Education Research Group (TERG) pro-
gramme of events, University of East London (UK), 15 January, 2014. 
The leader was kindly invited and the title of the presentation was 
‘Community education collaborations: Health and Physical Education 
(HPE)’. The presentation and data shared was warmly received by various 
educationalists and encouraging feedback was given to the leader. It was 
during this visit to the UK, which involved gathering further data from the 
ITE Ofsted ‘outstanding’ PE primary programme, where problems with 
implementing swimming in English primary schools were revealed to the 
leader. Media reports about schools not meeting curriculum requirements 
were bountiful in British media reports. Such reports were encouraging 
for the leader at the time. They assisted him to realise the power of com-
munity in addressing this issue of swimming impediments for children and 
inspired him to continue with his efforts.      
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